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Daguerreotype Miniatures.  
—— 

To cherish the mem'ry of friends that are 

      dear, 

Their shadows secure ere their forms 

      disappear. 

 

R. DAVIS, respectfully an- 

  nounces to the citizens of Halifax 

that he will wait upon them for a few days, 

and will furnish them with excellent fact 

simile likenesses, by means of his 

daguerreotype, far more accurate than 

is possible to be obtained by any other 

means, for $6. 

   His room is at Mr. Wm. Pride's Ho- 

tel, where he will be happy to wait upon 

the ladies and gentlemen, and explain the 

principles of this curious art to sitter. 

   May 2. 1842 

 

 
[End of text.] 

———————————————————————————————————————————— 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 

This is an early appearance—and variant—of the often-used phrase, “Secure the shadow 

ere the substance fade.” In 1850, Levi Hill attributed the phrase to Shakespeare, but this 

attribution is in error.1 
 

1. Levi Hill, Treatise on Daguerreotype; the Whole Art Made Easy (Lexington: Holman & Gray, 

printers, 1850): 73. A short essay regarding the phrase is found in Heinz K. and Bridget Ann 

Henisch, The Photographic Experience., 1839–1914: Images and Attitudes (University Park: 

Pennsylvania State University Press, 1994): 223–25. 
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS: 

The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the 

information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The 

document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly, 

indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text. 

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as 

found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If 

this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources. 

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or 

safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the 

chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled 

without a thorough knowledge of safe use. 

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily 

those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one 

that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain 

truthfulness to the original text. 
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