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Published in: 

St. Catharine’s Journal (Ontario, Canada) (4 August 1859): 2. 

 

 

HOW NOT TO HAVE YOUR PICTURE TAKEN—Fanny Fern in a late effusion had 

the following in relation to likenesses, which is very good:—Do you want to be amused! 

Go to our daguerreotype, hallotype, ambrotype, photograph and similar establishments 

and see how human nature comes out in frames. One man has evidently laid himself out 

in the tie of a cravat destined for immortality: another has thrust his hand tragically into a 

buttoned up bosom, which never could contain anything else: another still, parting his 

hair in the middle and staring frenziedly into the blue ether, has written himself down a 

donkey for posterity. “How is it about the women?” Well, they are just fit for such men. 

Flowered and feathered—till it is a positive relief to rush into a plaster cast shop and see 

a cool Venus. 

 

 
[End of text.] 

———————————————————————————————————————————— 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 

Fanny Fern is the pseudonym of Sara Willis Parton. Also of interest is chapter 53 of 

Parton’s novel, Ruth Hall: a Domestic Tale of the Present Time (New York: Mason 

Brothers, 1855) in which the daguerreotype is central to the plot. 
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS: 

The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the 

information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The 

document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly, 

indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text. 
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The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as 

found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If 

this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources. 

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or 

safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the 

chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled 

without a thorough knowledge of safe use. 

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily 

those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one 

that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain 

truthfulness to the original text. 
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